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44.—Ability to Read and Write of the Population 5 Years of Age and Over, by 
Provinces, for each Census Year, 1901-31—concluded. 
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Literacy of Population over Ten Years of Age, by Age-Groups and Sex.— 
Experience has shown that statistics of Hteracy among children under ten years 
of age are practically meaningless. A truer test of progress has been made by taking 
the statistics for the population of ten years of age and over, but, unfortunately, 
this comparison cannot be made for earlier censuses than that of 1921. Table 45 
shows hteracy, by sex and province, of persons ten years of age and over in 1931, 
and the percentage of illiterates in this significant section of the population was 
3-79 p.c. in 1931, as compared with 5-10 p.c. in 1921. It will be noticed that 
illiteracy is very definitely greater among males than among females. In 1931, 
4-32 p.c. of the male population and 3-21 p.c. of the female population were recorded 
as unable to read or write, as compared with 5-73 p.c. and 4-43 p.c. respectively for 
1921. Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, alone among the provinces, show a 
higher percentage of female illiteracy; this condition existed also in 1921, although 
the corresponding percentages for both males and females were then substantially 
greater, being: Manitoba, males 6-48, females 7 78; Saskatchewan, males 5-00, 
females 7-08; Alberta, males 4-62, females 5-92. 

The figures show that New Brunswick is in the most unfavourable position, 
though there has been an improvement since 1921. No less than 6-91 p.c. of the 
population of that province—8-75 p.c. of the males and 4-97 p.c. of the females— 
could neither read nor write in 1931. For 1921 the figures were: total illiterate, 
7-61 p .c ; males 9-24; females 5-90. On the other hand the province of Quebec, 
which in 1921 recorded the high percentage of 6-19 (7-84 males and 4-54 females) 
as illiterate, had reduced this proportion to 4-76 (6-21 males and 3-29 females) 
by 1931. 


